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predispositions of young viewers was analyzed. Tvo hundred
‘'seventy-three Nexican childrer in the third and sixth grades in

\ fexico City were adainistered questionnaires testing hypotheses vith

respect to 11 in&ependent variables as predictors of the perception

', of reality of teleévisiont real life experience with television :

content, soclosconomic status, grade in school, age, sex, grade point

average, the use of television for relaxation, learning and

\ companionship, exposure, and the ipfluence of telewision increased
vith the use of television for léarning and coapanionsh%p, vith
general TV exposure, and with the influence’of others; as the -
referent for television became more abstract, the children tended to
perceive television as more realistic; and the perception of the™
Teality of television violemce did not correlate consistently with
tvo different measures of aggressive predisposition« (Xuthor/TSs)
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ABSTRACT -
THE' PERCEIVED REALITY OF TELEVISION AND AGGRESSIVE .

PREDISPOSITIONS AMONG CHILDREN IN MEXICO

“ The present study was carried out in Hexico c:.ty in order to assess the
effecti.reness of several independent variables in predicting the. pergeption of
telev.ision content* as peal, A further etep was taken in the theoretical se-

* quencé of media effects, by analyzing the reIatj.onship between the perceptidn

of television w.olence as real and a.ggress:.ve predispos:.t:.ons o,f young yieﬁerm N

Two huud.red and seventy three Hex:.can chilaren in the third and sixth
grades of elementary schoole in Mexico City weve. administered questiomaires
in the Spring of 1975. Eleven hypotheses were te'sted with respect ‘to eleven

: :.ndependent variables as predictors of the perception of reality of televi-

sion. The independent vaviaples were: real life experiences with television
content,. socioceconomic status, grade in school, age, sex, GPA, the use of
television for relaxation, learning and. companionship, exposure, and the’

influence of significant others. A twelfth hypothesis was concerned with

the percept:.on of reality of telenss.on at three different levels of 'abstrac-
tion: T.V. in general, content aveas of T.V.,.and six specific characters, °
groups of characters or ‘behaviors on specific televis:.on shows.  The final'
hypothesis predicted that as the perception of reality of television- :.ncreased
aggressive pred:.spoeit:.ops in young viewers Hould also increase. - .

It was found.that: 1) The percept:.on of reality of ‘television :.ncreased
with: the use of teleyision'for léarning and compan:.cnshz.p, general T. V. ex-
posure, and with the influence of significant othérs, 2) The perceptio’n of

7

‘reality of television decreased as spéioceéonomic status, grade in school, age,

and GPA inereased; 3) No consistent relationehip was found between the percep-

, tion of television reality With real life expériences; the use of television

for relaxatian, gpecific T.V. exi:»oewe, or the sex of -the viewers; ) COntra:ry
to the hypothesis proposed, as the veferent for television became more abstract
the children tended to perceive te,Iev:.eion as mpore realistic;.§) The perception
of reality’ of television violehce did net, correlate ‘consigtently with two dif-
ferent measures of aggressive pmdiepgsitim 6 For thoge children high in

‘the perception of reality of televigion viélence there was not.ai consistent
.relationehip between .exposure to televigion violence and aggressive predis-

positione; and 7) By means of muitiple regression analysis it was found that
the best predictors of the perception of T.V. reality were the influence of
significant others, grade in school and age, and to a  Lesser extent GPA arld’

- - the use of T.V., for. pompanionshlp . . = .

- pefevents on television; the sources ‘of experience that the, child uses for
-evaluating what he seeg on the screen; the dimensions on which the reality

v The results of this etudy wepe compared with results encountered in re-
search .conducted with' American children Some tentative explanations were *
offered. for the differences and s:.milar:.t:.es found. It was concluded that,

among othep things, further research ghould analyze more closely the different -

" of télevigion i» evaluated if at’ally other variables that may-precede or

interact with the percep-t:’.on of replity of television; other possible effects

of "the perceptich of T.V. as, vealistic; and the exploration of factors that,
ghrt be pésponsiblé for intercultural differences. #n analysis over. time of

the effects of the perception of reality of television and other variables,

e G duch as.gxposure, on attitudes and behdvior | was euggee'ted .
SRR T e
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_ 'pnaczrﬁnn REALITY OF TELEVISION ANﬁ\AGdRESSIVE | ,
- PREDISPOSITIONS AMONG CHILDRER w unx:co L e

. . . '\". \

The purpose of this study is to try fo examine the’ rqla;zqnship betqeen '

L

t:.on of televis:.

-‘_‘ :

| ¢ geveral predictor variables and the perce a8 Teal, and the,

_lﬁ_._

link between the perception of reality of teleVision (PRTV h, af;er) nolence

ad aggress:.ve predisposit:.ons in young.

r

perspective of its dete:-m:manfs, and the point of v:.e‘w of its _GPnsequences.

. Reeves (19'14) add.rgssed the quest:.o;’x of the determ.nants of tt;ir- pcrception
of TV programmng as real in Amer'ican children, and he found some .ev;}.d;:ce for -
* the explanat:.on of thq phenomenon‘ 1) As questions with respect to P.IE_TV Move

from dbstract to more fspec:.fic, the cI'u.ld tends to report more pepce;“:i‘m;:of

‘ " reality, 2) the i’nf]auence of g:gm.ficaﬁt others of a child was found 10 be»c -
; A,
pogit:.vely related to V' 3) as kge decz’eased PRTV :.hmased, lr) as %xpa-

: ,
. . sure te ™ increaaed PR&‘V incr:eased and. 5) as the use of 'rv for relamfian

J.eaming and companionship ‘iﬁcreased PKTV mcr;easeg l-le faﬂed to conﬁpll: \

\Jt

SR h¥P°theses with respect to’ the relatlmshlp of PRTV “"th real life mﬁences’“ L

o Lt R,

. socioeoonomic status, intelhgence, and gex. ot ) - Ot ¢ -«xf

-

'Ly

duce aggress:h'e predispositj.ons as the triterion variable directly affectead

by the PRI‘V of violence. All these ape examined in a diffevent sociocultural

IS . L4

N . setting,nmlyﬁexiq-.o city . ‘ ‘ S e, e




. CORRELATES OF PRIV Lo
. ‘ o,

Real life enperiences with television content. Synbolic 4, in this csse,

-

televis;on experiences, and "real 1ife" experiences can be assumed to be cog~

ra— -

i nitively evaluated against each other, whan both are i?ﬂilable.. There 13 sub~
stantial evidence that 1ndicates that, ™v representations are quite selective
in genenal (Gerbner, 1972 Dominick, 1973, Clark and Blankenburg, 1872),

ever, Reeves did not find support for his hypothesis that as real 1life experi-

L

-ences with TV content increased, PRT? wouild decrease.

It could be argued that in fact real life experiences may counteract the
stereotyning effect of the thedia up to a certain point, but then, when real .
life experiences are very large and varied in number, TV representations may '

~ then fit, in individual instances,:that which is known irn real life, This T

leads us to tentatively state that as real experiences with television content
"'\ﬂ\' i

increasge, stereotyping will decrease, but that PRTV will follow.a curvi .

pattern a follows ‘ - :_ . ‘ ; L, gﬁ

*

As real life experiences with TV content: increase up to a middle

I'J
¥
A

Re

?I{ Hl !
LS

. -F

<. range point, PRTV.will decrease, and as real 1ifeé experiences

with TV content_increase any further, PRIV will also increase.

LeVel of ahstraction of the‘referént on-TV‘;ith respect to PREV.
A

found that the more concrete the referent for telev1szon content the more ;

S0, for example, tﬁe

3

“ehild identified such content asrreflecting real life.
child could more precisely evaluate a specific charagter than .TV'in generaln
This finding is consistent with a general pattern of findings in related reﬁx\
angh\sreenberg and Dominick, 1969; qu.nick and Gz'eenberg, 19703 Greanberg, '
1972} itkin 1971, and Hard 1972, See Reeves, 1974, for & graphic sumpary bn '

_" S
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™
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p. 8). ¥hen children wepe *asked to' respond to etems such as "People on TV are
pretty much 1ike people I meet in real llfe * and "The sane things happen to
people on TV happen to me in real 11fe,“ they typieally answer slight;y below

or on the niddle, or ndt sive, part of the scale " © . .

h 4

This general pattern of findings makes sense sircé one would expgét'childs -

ren, or respondents in general, to find it easier to evaluate TV conte§§ as real
or not real as the refefept becomes more cgqcrete. Accordingly, it is-to be ex-
' pected that
o H2: Children will perceive ?pecific televisiod chavacters or. events to
be more real than content areas of television programming and the

content areas to be more real than television in general.

Demograpﬁics Demographic variables ¢an be expected:to contribute to PRIV .

by réflecting the degree and type of social;zation that the child undergoes
Sociceconomic Status (SES). Reeves hypothesized that “as sociqeconomic

stetus'increases, PRTV will dqufagf,“ and he didn't find support., He points

out "that the 1nab111ty of SES to predlct PRIV could possibly be a function of
the lack of variance obtained in its measure Past studies reporting significant
findings used economically well defined samples from different geographical
areas." ﬁmong such pést studies one can count Hanneman's (1972}, Gpeenberg 8
(1972), and Greenberg ana Dominick's (1959 and'1968). .

One’canaexpegt PR&V to correlate negatively with SES_since it'ﬁes been

» repeatedly found that icw SES children tend to use the media, and esbecially'ﬁ

: ,teletisien as an ipportant source of information (Feeley, 1974). Greenberg
and Reeves (1974, p. 6) podnt out that | . ' )

"The typiéal explanetion advanced for SES differencee in, PRTV judge~

' ments has been the more restricted opportunities for both alternative

personal and-communication experiences .among the 1ess advantaged
youngsters." ’ . .

6 o
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‘On these bases the following hypothesis is stated:

.- Hys As SES inhcreases, PRIV will decrease. . -* ' -

Age. Lyle dnd Hoffman (:%972, p. 175) found that ,

"Sikth graders appeare&'to be considerably aﬁ&anced over the £ivst

graders in rejecting television as an accurate reflection of life,
and there was a fd%fherlzncrease pefIEbfed among the Fenth graders'n

Greenberg (1974) f@_ufdm his Brz:.tisti study that as the.’ehild grew older,
his PRTV decreased, and Reeves found tha't in general as age incmased; PRTV de-
creased-with the exception of PRIV among Hlack children.

Ree;ed'd;erétionalizéd age as the grade in schodi of the children. .In the
Mexican study: given some more variability of ages within grades, especially in
the low SES schools, both measures will be obtained and the game reiationship
is hypathesized fag Eile two pf:hen‘:: i -
- HT As'grade in scﬁaol increases, PRTV éill dédre;se.

Hu': Age age increases, PRIV will decr'ease -

Sex. Dominick and Gpeenberg (1976&—fpund gome evidence for the notinn that

girls'perceive televigion as more realistic than bdys Reeves didn‘t|find sup-~
port for this relationship thle he didn‘t offer a rationale for this finding,

"it is posszble to think "in terms of soczdlzzation practicea_iﬁiacﬁel, 1970)

Boys and girig in the U.8., across different socioeconomic statuses, ages, and .

other sivuciural characteristics, can be conceived of as having more similar
"experiences than h.oys’pr- girls in a cotmtry 1ike Mexico, given the iarger em-
phasis that the American society puts on equal oppcrtunities and rights for
both sexes Mexico, following more traditional patterns of child rearing
practicea, Provides differential opgot‘tunities for 3ocialization outaide of
the home for boys, and girls. With the girls spending much more time at home

—

wherc the TV'is. ansequently,

———m .
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3-15: Females will perceive te].ev:.sion progr-amming to be more real than o N
males.

‘Grade Point Average (GPA). ' Reeves hypothesize&“that as intelligence increased,

' _ PRTV would Hecrea::e He found little. support for bis hypothesis but he_abserved.
that consistently In.gh I.Q.. scores ‘rendered the highest PRIV means. In this study
I.Q. scores could not be collected but the GPA's of the children were.avqa.le\:ole.
Since 1.Q. stores and'GI??"s. are usually highly intercorrelated, ye may expect

thﬂ.t ’

Hee As GPA incredses, PRTV will decrease.

Punctions and Gratifications From Television Viewing. The ana]:yt;is of the
functions that the media serve to the:‘:r audience has been a toPic of recent gén—.
cern (Blumler and Katz, 1874). ' -

Past reséarqh has’ emphasized the impbrt;ncgﬂof the functions that te;etision‘
serves‘(Greénberg and Dominick, lQéﬁ; Greenberg, 1974 Reetgs, 19743 ete.).
Arising from one of Greenberg's studies (1971-;) ;ritlt British ¢hildrer the
functions that have been investigated because of their relationship with PRIV,
ave the use of TV for relaxation, for learning and for copq:anioi;ship\ . o
- 'Réreves procet'aded to try to replicate Greenbergfs" findings, ax.zd found mod..
erate su;;port for the relafionship between relaxation and PRIV, a'and some ‘better
Support for the reiationahips between leaming and compmionsh:.p with PRIV. In

2 this study we hy_pothesize that: - ’ e e '

: H‘:

g As the use of TV for relaxation J.ncreaSes, ‘PRTV wxll increase.

fg: As the use of TV for learnipg increases, PRTV will increase, and '
g 9"' As the use of TV for companionship increases, PRT‘V will increase. '

1

Exposure. to Televiaion Gveenberg in his study of Bmtish children found

that exposu.’ce cdx'related wi.th PRIV (r = 20, see Reeves, 1974, D 17) Greenberg
' (1972) also found that the frequency of watching shows which feature black people
. . . .o \ |

" | o ' s Lo . ":" r8 - ‘ ' . \

F
L -
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in gifferent rolss is related to t.e persgptio. of reelivy of, those characteri-
zations by children. . . - S : <

Reeves found that as expﬁsure inéi'eased, PRIV increased conéistently when

-t

‘a specif:.c Deasure of exposure for centent’ cate_gor:.es (blacks, fa.mil:\es, and " ' .

police.) In this' study with He:gzcan zhildren ue-ewpect accordmgly that K

F s " “ . - A . L I re ?n
H)q' As exposure to TV increases, PRIV will increase.

_ . : - 3. . . . L
The Influence of Significamt Others. In the sociological literature signifir = | .

_cant others are ooncép‘.:ue.lly de'ffned‘ as "those persons who exercise raajor infltience .

\

\ ' over the att:.tudes of indiw.duals“ (see ifoelfel and Hallér, 1971, p. 75) It lﬁs .
been ccnsistently .fcund that the influence of ss.gns.fz.ca:nt others, is decisive J.D .

attitude formatidn and other pehavioral aspects (Picou and &ampbpll, 1925; Duncan, |

[

Haller and Portes] 1968; Haller and Woelfel, 1972; Woelfel .and Hernandez, 1972; \

etc.). This work has usualiy. assumed i linear model of attitude formation (Hoe;fel, [

" 1972 and Woelfel and Saltiel, 197§). . o e
. Reeves -found 'that the information a. child receives fr-om 81gnificapt others

ahout the reality of telev:.s:.on programung is pos:.t:.vely related to the ch:.ld!s

perceiwed reality of such comen‘l:, at the three 1evels of abstraction that he

studied. _Ij: can be argued against th:.s ‘finding ‘thatr the influence of gignifi; _ -
cant others {tas measured 2s perceived by the child. However, recent evidence

* indicates that ch:l.ldren tend to only slightly- underestimath the mfluence they

re from others (Woelfel, 1975%). Gs.ven t‘xe above, it-is: to be expeoted that

i
' . .-"'

in the Hexican samble - ' . . o o I

- “

Hyy: The information a child receives from significidnt others about

» the z'eality of telew.sion programing, as peroeived by the child,

. u:.ll be posit'ively related to the child's perceivad reality of = -

F

that programming’ . g T

LT .
. .
- 3 . . "
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between PRTV violence and aggressive hehavioﬂal preoispositions

Atkin (1971) found partial Support for the relationship of violence viewing
to aggressive predispositions when medlated by the perception of the violent cop-
tent as reﬂl Feshbach (1972) conducted three experiments in order to find out,

among other thlngs, "if children that were presented with a violent program labeled’

as real showed more subsequent aggression thas children who were presented with

a violent program labeled as fantasy 'His expectatiohs were cortobarated. Thomas |
and Tell (1974) found an inerément of ssion for angered subjects who were

told they watched a real scene of violente, as compared with subjects who uere

told they watched a fictional scene of violence and, others who didn‘t‘gatch any
filmed scene at all. Wood (19?4) in an!explorstory e?perimept found a signifi;
" cant association hetween PRTV and h*pothetical aggression. ‘

Greenberg (197u4b) in a study with British cnildre fouhd'e correlstion oé

;.16 (p< 01) between items. such as "The shows on TV tel about 1ife the way it

really is " and ”Sometimes a fight is a good way to settldg an argumenta" This:

Y

finding suggests one more time ‘that the perception of TV iiolence as real may .
contribute to the display of aggressive predispositions -and perhaps of actual
anti-social behavior To the extent that the medis is considered to be a school

for. real life, one may expect in the Hexzcan sample thats ?

%

H, .AS the perception of TV violence as real.increases, aggressive

12°
predispositions toward prohlem or conflict resolution will

increase. - e et
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The -dataor this study were collected during the winter of }975 from 300

children in two"‘elenonmry sclfool's in Mexico City. In 'o':-der to inaximfz'e the ~ . . .-

differences among reSpondents, half the respondents Were fr-om verfy low socio-

economic backgrounds, and the other- half from very nigh aocj_oe ¢ status
, families, Haif of then were thi“rd graders, and the other half ‘we sixth E i
f R

graders. There was a x-o.zghly egual numder of boys and girls in each subdivi-

[

sion. Ages ranged from 7 to 16 years. The quest:.onnaires* Were administered

AR
L L bad

to enti’ne classrooms dur:?ng regular class periods. The shortest_ tifle of ad-

: i
ministration was of 25 minutes for the 6th g:'aders, high SES, and tl'tﬁ longeet

was of one hour and 20, minut‘é"e for the ard gx‘eders, low SES . E . [l .
Variables - : ' . . ¢ ' . .

x

. There were two dependent variables studied in J:his projecte a) ‘the pep- \

ception of reality of TV by the ch:v.ld at three- levels of abstraction, end b)

F

-t

aggrese:.ve predispositions towards pz-oblem resolution. L-'»f’ . -
) The independent vari'ables cgpsidered here were: l) real life experienoee ! .
with televib:.on conteqt, 2) functions and grat:.ficatimns fpom v 3) expoeuz-e

A ] -
.- to telev:.a:.on, 4) the influenoe of eigmficant others; and 5) demographic vari- . '

ablee (SES, - grade in school age, sex, and GPA) e e ,

. 1] R ) - » ' . . '
Dependent Measures . , : ‘ 'I.
v " ) » . ' ]I .
Pemep_tion ‘of Reality of ‘l‘elev:l.sion. PRTV.was measured at three levels of

- l
ebstraction' televieicm in general, coqtent areas on television, and specific

" television oharacters “or behaviors. Since the questionnaire was admim.stered S

in Spenish, the questions and scales used will be translated back for this
\ ' - N 5 L]

e preeentaticm. o, e :‘

*All scelee were preteeted for adeptebdlity to thre Mexicen children.

| A1




.. PRIV in g_gera; was measured w:th the follow;ng.ztems.

-

L P "People on TV shows are like people you know in peal 1ffe.".
. 2. "Tte same things that happen to people op TV shows can happen to -;,,'
" people you know in real 11fe." .

R

K]

¢, 3. e places you-see on ™ ghows are 1ike the places you know in .

o mal nfeo 1 . ; ; .

- ~ The threa items intercorrelated sig.ificantly apd they were summed to form

- an 3pstract PRIV index which rangeéd fpgg thrpe o nine. '

For the second level of sbstraction, questions were generated for three

a |l

4

.

content areas* on television programming. The jcontent PRIV items were:

1. '"Families on TV showk are like famili

=

' you know in real life.";

are like Aﬁepicans you knoé

3

2. "The Americans that appear on TV sho
in real life." ’

3. "Pzghts on TV shows are like the fi' ts you have been involved in '

, 2 op you hQVe seen in real.life."

afed. Since’not all three items. interco

uSed‘for the items inuthe abstract PRTV index:- That's true, I don t know, and

a
. -, ‘
* -

That's not true. - \ .

3

| The. questions for specific families were:

-~

le " ’

* +

. ;f K . .o
#*The conterrt areags used by Reeve$ were black feople, policemen, and familigs.

£
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"Do you think that the family in 'Hogar Dulce Hoger' ie like the
families you know in real fife?" *

"Do you think that the Partridge fam.}ly is like the families you
know in real 1ife?" .
3 ‘
queet:.ons for specific Amem.cans uere :
. !
"Do you think that Tony Bleke *The Hagician' is like the Americans
yod know 111 real 1life?™ ‘ ’ _
i
_ B0 you think that the children in ‘Family Affair' are- like American
children in real 1ifgd" - .

\]
the Questions for apeciﬁcﬁs ights were: = - -

Do you think that the fights on 'Mission Impossible' are h.ke the
fights you have been in or you have seen in real 1ife?"'

“Do you think that the fights on Eﬁgane?we-o‘ are like the fighte
you -have been in or you have seen in real life?" - .

= P
13 3

The"p seible reeponses to the gix quest:.ons were: y“; I don't knou, and ’

S L .y

. no. 'ﬁ’le. shows were selected according to an explora.tory queetiounaire us:.ng as

. eriteria exposure and suitability to the content are&s. 'l‘he average nimber ‘of

‘children who watched eech of the nine shmfs uag#%og, or 77%* of the totei mnnber
;-‘5:“

of respondents. S , e T 3 5 L,
_ggressive Predispositions Towards Problem Réeolut:.on, 'Ih:.s vas. *i:he sefond .

»-

"

dependent vamable in this study. It was Operatz.onalized in two uays, the firet

L .

being a measure of prediepositions towards pr-oblem reeqlntion, and the eecond. _a '

Y

'-meeaui}e of self-report of involvement in fights. .
+ The first operationalization was bowow,ed fpom Leifer/end Roberta (1972), -

and adapted to the Mexican childz\en aﬁer preteet. 'I‘he J.tems consfet of situa-

L}

tions in uhich the child may figd himself in his everydey h.fe, and e;ew.rei:nz'.l¢ .

' -

poeeible modes of conf'lict reeolution are givéh to hm t‘o choose fm 'l'hev"”

. sftuations that remained in the final get were as followe'.

A

ﬁ'n:is ﬁgure»is idehtidli to F.eevea!

il
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-

“"‘T‘i‘rh"“‘.’ou are walking down the street. A'child is mad a you: He R
- comes and hits you. What do you do?" s }

2 "You see that somebody is steal:l.ng your sandw:.ch You catch him
’ What do you do?"

-~
~ 4

3. "You are wa.tting. in" line to drink water. _S_omebody comes\, and pushes
you. ‘Hhat do youdo?" o

4, "Somebody is telling stoﬁies about you bﬁhind your hack"' You notice
it You see him al:ff{:e.;'c -gchiool. What do you do?" -

5. “Whén you are leaving-gchool you see, two children hitting your best
friend What do you do?" . .

The responses that the children ‘conld indicate fell into either physical
aggression, withdrawal, or denounée catego:'ies The items were taken into con-
. sideratior; only when the phys:.cal aggression response was used

-

Since all the :.teme co:'related szgn:.fa.cantly ‘with each other, an index of .

physical mssive predispositions was formed by adding the responses to all

five items, and it nanged from 0 to 5 The second operatioualization of ag-

»

gressive predispoeitions was "Hou of ten, do you get into fights?" and the re- .

sponse categomes uere many tmes somet:.mes, almost never, and ?eur. The
= L.

. correlati,on between the two ﬂigasures Was r.-_- 2t (p<.,q5)~_ - . -

. ',5'5’;;'. | ', I_‘,- o ‘
Independent Measures - . P

H
H

Realﬂfe Bxperienoes with TV Coritent. Iho questions were 'generated, for

-

each of the thr»ee content areas The questions u:.th respect to, real/‘life ax— ",' 4
.pariences with Eglies were - [ . ~‘°‘j L
-1, "How often do you play with your fmends in their homes?" ‘
"Hou often do you talk to the fa.milies of your friends i.n their homes?" - ’
Por real 1ife experiencefs uith Americans the questions uet-é..- .
‘ 3 'F"How often ‘do you see Amer:.cans\ i.n r'oa.l hfe?" (not on TV) ’ . -,j"-

4. "How often do you talk|to Amerioans?"

1&;.‘_? - ) ’ I

-

14 et ' T

P
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_never and never. Bach paiz' of items. for each dvea of expem.,ence cor'r'elated s:.g:nif- _

of engagemént in fights, and it was not correlated or otherwise analyzed, with

 each of these uses Joz' functions of television:, relaxation,_ learning and com-

U 7. "How often do.you watch TV because it's like a real friend for you?"

- .. }
f' f ’ T =12

For real life expem.ences w:.th E ts the follom.ng qrsti.on.s were used: /

‘5, "Howm often do -you see people fighting :.n re:l life {not on ‘W)

-, 6.."How often do you get into fights?"

In response, the, ch:.ldren were to indicate: many t:.me’a, sometimes almost

fcantly and ah index of experience was for{med for each bair of items by suming -

th@o . . . ‘ . * i
- . ) : ' ’ o .
It should be noted that item 6 is the same one itilized for the self-report

itself or with an'inde;: containing it. ' e

Functions and Gratifications From TV. Three items were used for measxming

panionship. For relaxation, the items used were: _

-1. "How often do you watch 1V in order to be tranquil?"

2. “How often do-you watch A in order to calm down when ,you are in - T
a temper?” . ] . : K

- ;'

3. "How often do you watch TV because it's a nice way to.rest?”

.
Pl

- The :'.tems used for leam:ling were

u, “How often do you watch TV. for finding out about the things ‘that
happen in the world?" .

5. "How often do you watch v in order to learn how to behave?" .. B ‘ ‘-_
6. "How of"éen do y:ou watch TV in order to learn things ab'_out yourself?" e

: For companionship the' following are the items that were used: . o

8. "How often ds you watch TV in .onder ndt to be alone?". -

9. “How often do 'you watch TV when there is nobody to talk to or to : f
play sith?" _ ' . . ’ ' 2




These items are _adapted *varzatiofw of the items used by Reeves aod by

Greenberg €1974). 'rhe possihle responses were*' always, many times, sometines,

« ot

and never. The three items for each oi" the functiong interoorrelated signifi- v

cantly and an index was formed for each which could range from 3 to 12. - -

*

Exposure to Tv. Exposure to. TV was measured in two. different vays. First,

| I t

the children were asked to put a check next to «he names of the shows they

watched Heyery week or almost every week" on a l.ist of 22 prozrams, whic.h ex~

cluded the shows referred to in ,th‘e rea..:.,ty measures. The mean mmber of shows

checked was 24 with-a standard deviation of b.7. .

+ The second measure of exposure was the shows in the content, areas. The

children were asked to indicate whether they watched eacb, of the six showa al-

1 -

most every week, sometmes or never. An iudex of specific exposure was formed =
-to fit the abstract PRTV index, by adding up the scores and the resulting rsnge .
was from 0 to 12. For comparability with each of the oontent areas three sub-
irdexes were cr"eated - one for fam:.lz.es, qne for Ameri.cans, and one for exposure

to fights. The exposux'e itetns were also used individually for comparability

'

RCES
"

with the PRTV of- eac.h of the shows . -

“The quluence of Siggificaot Othei:s. : The composite :mfluence: of interper—

]

sonal sources on the perception of real:.ty of the ch:.ld was assessed wif.h two |

measures: an- approximate measure of inte.raction with others ehout specific 'N
- {

characters, and the bias of the :.nteract.ions about the 'real.\.ty of the characters. '

\ / T
A child could mention interactions w:.th a:f.l“L some, or none of the following

W

friends u;other or father, and/or brothers or sisters. If the child reported

"

,interac ions with at least one source, she/he was asked to report his average

perception one whether he vthought the gource. or so{trces helieve that the chsr-
.')'

' acter {or behavior) is 1ike its real-life coumter'part. . The hias quostion cr:.oolf.i




PRV
.-

"be answered with a yes, I don't know, or Ho. The mnnber of Bources was multiplied

by the bi.’u to render a‘n :.ndex of the mfluence of signif:.cant. others that ransed ' \‘

_ \13 to +3 Positive scéres. atteét that the information the child receives is

..P

. ‘in favop ‘of the zeality of what she/he watches. Indexes were created to match the .

g R . . s
PRTjImeasures S =¢n » s . aw.,._ﬁ.'-h :

Mics T'he high sss chndren were charactem.zed by the fact that

the:u:' parente paid apprqximately $60 a month fo:' tuition The low SBS children
7 .

uent to a pub].:.c school where no tuition was pa:.d Ahout ‘ten percent of thele

" children‘did not wear shoes, ard the school was located in an mduetria}.,area

- B )

. of the city.d . " .

O . . . »

The GPA “of the children was their average grade for the actw;bl yea.'o 1874=

1975 as reported by’ the teacher J.n charge of each group of children. The school .

_teets,on which the GPA is based, is uniform for all schoole in the country

. The ch:.ldren were also requested to repo:-t 'gheir age and gex. 'I'heixe grade

.in echoo!. was reco:'ded

- - 1
ey ‘ C LA
. .

Moo *' . RESULTS S

ﬁhe results °f this study Hill be Pz'esented in the order ‘of the hypotheses

Rl

proposed \This will be folloﬁ'ed by the presentat:.on of the results. of a muflti'- ‘

vapiate analysis of the data.

Lol

1. Real Life Bxperiencee with TV Cententh 1‘I‘hs‘.sc hypotfiesis states a curvi-"' *

-

1ineu- type of velats.onehip between PRTV and real 1:.fe experiences with TV ccm- :.' -

tent. In order to test th'ie hypothesie Eta correlation coefficiente were computed

’ and F tests for devmarttrobtained {for computing formulas, gee

" Blalock dr., 1972, p. wi2). relationship was considsred to deviate signifi-

s cantly from linear.tty 1f an ¥ ve:!.ue&,e eipiﬂcant at p: 05 and would then

1 4 - .,

NI

+




wamant furthep exam,mats.on thmugh a scattergram. Sdﬁoe from all 'the re‘lation- .

shipe only one was foqv:d to s:.gm.f:.cantly de\n.ate fr-om linear:.ty, no further

examination was done, and this nypothes:.s is consequently rejected.

. 8

Pearson correlat:.on coeff:.cients we:'e aleo obtamed for these two variables,

-

but among ‘ten correlat;,ons only three wers statzst_zcally s:.gnificent in the di-
‘ . . - . . D —_.z‘ '.- - ) -
) rection Opposite to thar hypotaesized by Reevés:. tite more real life experiences
with TV content, the less PRTV wit‘:' cﬁmem‘.c:an and Mexican ch':i.idren,'fhen,"

consistent relationship has been feund between real:.ty perceptions of TV and

L]

their counterpart in real life, ' e . . .

-

2, 'The Level of Abstra.ctxon for the Referent Sn TV. * Ch:.ldr-en ‘ere asked -

to repor't thei:é reality, pex'oeptions at :three} Levels of abetmction., a content-
free level, contem: areas, and specific characters or ‘hehav:.ors. The abstract

pm index rendered- a mean of 2. 28 sthe average of the means for the, content PRI'V

i

i:tems wag 2, 29, and the average for the specif:.’c iteme was 1_ 96, The. t:'end of

ts

he mealm is oppohite to that found by, Reeves H:Lth his American sample, and con- .

: ”/

£
‘was conducte‘d on the data and 2 eignifn.oant F r'atior ﬂas fonnd Soheffe tests

r.:" % J"

I qepe conducted fpr a~postet'ior-i couparisone. ’Ebe Specific me‘asures .ﬂem found

to be in the average ézgni*fa.bantly 1ower than the “average of f:he congent me;-

P
.{

sures a,nd the ahstract PR'IBV index, thepe being no difference between these 1ast

: two. For comparison PI.II'pOBe,S, the meens of siﬂ}ar measures of PRmused by

P ‘155 & ’ .""': : . . '!;'-—:‘.
Reeves and in this study are presented S Sl ‘
PP e P " > SRS P — e
o ‘ . . . - '_ C ) - xiean Childreuv," American Children
g o ¢y JE (Koi’éenny) X (Rmes)
. Abstrdct PRIV Index---s=ramcmommosensoeiead: % R Y E— 580" ,‘\ :
'+ Contént’ PRV Index-- s y o= 5‘ g7*. ‘ 6.71 -
* Spedific PRTV “Indexs> P A vy :; dn 5.88*--- s 7,17
‘ Comtent PRTV Families-s~oac. -4 ' P K -~1.98,
PRIV of Families in the Partpidge Pamily , 2 31 imwmwmemeaner=t2,31 o,
L . 1 o T, : - e . © ;' _ -

. ' .. . ! -
Ry . I -

*Hultiplied by three for cqnpambm:{y

£

a trary ‘to fhe hypothesis of this studyo h analyais of ?ax'iance repeated meaaures '

v . u.‘ S 18‘( . ' '.I LI
. . . . [ R . :
s R S

Py . . . .
LrtEE LT . . L ,‘ - P

i




: As the results discussed above indicate, the. patterns of absolute means .
betveen the two stud:.es are quite d.tfferent The mean obtained here for the.
eb:tract index moet closely parallels whet Reeves obtained for the specific
PRIV index; the reveree is tvue for the spec:fic PRTV index obtained here and

Reeves'! abstract PRTV index The content index and the family content measyres

: are very similar in absolute levels from the two studies, as .is the specific

D)
fémily show fgality measure. .
- H .
. J-'

. Y ‘
Demographids -1 _ 7>=
N Socioeconomic Status (SES). Table-l presents the t values found for

the mean differences in PRIV between the high and low SES ‘children. .In order
to confirm this hypothesis positive t values are required since the high SES

children were expected to perceive less reality on TV than their counterparts.

2 Ty

- . Table 1 -About Here :
- * . *
B . . -

By examining the pattern of predicted significant findings, ome can obserye

that tﬁe abstract PRTV 1ndex behaved as expected as well as the 1tems that dealt

L kY
) with PR?V of fights both in thegfomtent and in the specific categories for both

' showe. The results for content PRTV families and’americans, as well a8 the

_S;’.

LTS

'specific shows ir those categories exhibit contradictory tendencies or trends

_confrery to those expected In genereig this hypothesis receiVed partial BUp-
;port with Héxican children Reeves', 1ack of support may be attriguted to the

‘hdzogeneity,of his Amerioan sample. -

:ﬁ. Grdde in "School. Children in the sixth gradee were expected 'to be: eble

":,t? iecount fentaey representations more than the third graders. Séven out of

't tests in Table 1 are significant in the hypotheeized direction, and the

19




. school can be said to have behaved similarly’ in, the, predict:.on of PRIV.

..1‘7-..- ) S

wr

hypothesis can be eaid to- have received support in general.. An unexpected re-
versal was encountered for the abstract PRIV index. The content PRTV of Americans
as well as the PRIV bf Amer:.cans in the show "Family Affair" were not significantly '

different hy grade in school. These pesults are very gimilar to those obtained .

3 L

Iy I
i

by Reeves. - - .- R

>

PO

4'. Age. Negative correlati:on coefficients are re‘quued to confirm this

bhypothes:.s In Teble 1, ninpe coeffic:.ente are in .the hypothesized direction

and seven ars stat:.st:.cally /énif:.cant 'The eorrelation between age and the e
abstract PRIV index is s:.gnifz.cant but in the direct:.on opposite to that hy--
pothesized. In general, ‘the hypothes:.s is conf:.rni'ed and age and grade in-
rfF
; Sex Temales were expected to penceive more reality on TV than males.
@However the results on Table;l indicete that with one exception, content PRTV
f"amiliee, there ave no dz.fferences ‘between the two sexes. - This f:.nding is con-
sistent across both the Mexican and' the -Amepiéan sanples. '
. ‘6‘. 8PA. As indicated on Table 1, five out of the ten correlations are

significant in the divection of the hypothesid. The bettei the children do in

I

-school the less they perceived TV in general,“content TV fighte, and epecific
fights as wen as the family. in the show Hogar Dulce.- Hogar to ‘be real. However,
the higher the GPA of the ch:.ld /the more he perceiVed the children in ramiiy )
Affair to be likc American children. in real ls.fe. In sum, the hypothesis has

received partial support an{ the fdndlngs ax-ef‘ compatihle ‘with those _of Reeves._ ’

runctione and Gmtiﬁcaticn& From Televis:.on T :?.-z,.;» K

‘I'he Pearson product moment oorreletions that test the hypotheses with re {7
epeot ‘to the functions that TV serve/s are all found in Table 1. Posi.t:.ve co-'
efficientg confirm the hypothesee proposed L _ L /_,,/

- N //- :
” ' ) ) ’ o ) . /
’ 4 . . . .
*

T

L




-7. The Use of TV for Rela'xation- Only three out of the ten -correletions- )

ohtained are signif:.cant In general., th:.s hypothesis 13 vejected in favoneof . .
_the null, and 4t can” é said that as the use of TV for- relaxation increased,
PRTV aid not ehange except '.ih the cases of famil:.es "f'n' oo;;ht areas; of the
_fem.ly in 'rhe Partridge Fapdly, and in the case of the fights on Hs.sslon Im-
‘possihle Although the resuffs are not very d:.fferent afrom Reeves‘ he inter-

preted his results as being partial confimat.ion of the hypothesis, hoﬂeVer it

N
can, be said that ﬂag_yexican and the American.c_hildren were not very—differént
in their apf:reciation of TV r-ealitrwith respect to theiz;_use of the set for

reiexation: it doesn't make much of a difference - .

. B. 'l'he Use of TV for lLearnin ing. Seven“‘posit:.ve significant corpelations

s -

confirn thia hypothesis .m general “for every meaeure of PRTV except thoge items

' related to the reality of Ameri.oans on TV wlu,ch shbw no—mslationship w.th the

7 use of TV for learnmg ' The morfe “the ch:.ld watches TV for learning, the more .

br—

likely he J.s to percelve Tﬁ’ in general familiee and fights, both in content
areas and with r-espect to epec::f:.c chariacte;pe or behaviors, as realistic Simi-'
. 4 .

lar support was foun& by Reevee with his u.’s. sample. ‘

8. The Use of TV for Compam.onsm Fl?e out of the ten coefficiente are

sig;niﬂcant and two mor'e are vewy cloee to being statistically 3ign:.ficant The
hypothesis is coneidered te be at ‘leaet partially confirmed. Notably, as in the
case of leaming, content PRTV of Americans and the PRIV of Americane in two
shows, exhibit little or’ no relationship yith companionship Aleo epecific
PRIV of families in Hogar Dulce Hogar,_ and spec:.fic PRIV of fights on Mission
E Inpossible show littie or no relationship with the use of TV for companiosnship
The use of TV for companionehip wae related to the percepm.on of TV in
general as x'eal, %ith the PRTV o:E fami‘lies and fights in content areae, and

e ».

: . "

> " - . . -, T

iy — . TH
: |9
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-

‘G

exception of the PRTV of The Partridge Family. ' L

the PRTV of femilies and fighte iu.The'Partridge Family and in Hawaii Five-o, v
reegectively These results are aleo consistent across the ﬁmer:can and Hexicen _
samries.

10. Exposure. Under the heading of "Exposure" the correlation coefficients .. |
that test the hypqthesis are presented in Table 1. ., There were two measures of ' -
expoeure us’ec}--one genergl cons:.stlng of 22 shows, and the other specific con:-

.
sisting of shows in the content areas. For the generai measure of expoeure,

five out of the ten correlations were found to be statistically significant

It.a.s to be noted that the measure of expogure to 22 shows is consistent in

thé ;predict:.on pf th%s PRIV of f:.ghts, gince the oorrelations with content PRIV -

!
fightgdand ‘with the PRIV of fighte in Mission Impoeeible and in Hawaii Pive-o

Were all sigeificant With reepeot to féqllies, the same can be said with the

In the case of sﬁe_meaeurgg of exposure to specific shows in the content

areas,. out oi‘ the ten -éor‘relatrbns three%:ere found to be aign:.ficant with .

the PRIV of families in the content area, the ERTV of fhmiliee in The Partridge

4' -

Family, and with the PRIV / of Apericans. in ‘Fagnily Affqir - B IR

' Aoroas the two measures of exposure, only the relationsﬁip with the PRTV )

of families in the content area seems to hold In all other cases the general

index of exposure to 22 ehous and the measures of specific exposure do not agree

in their aseociation uith BRV. A { _ - ; . .;-,' - 1-14
The hypotheeis that the more the child uatchee TV, the mpre_he perceivee it -

to be real is partially eupported in the case of the general exposure index, ,*:

and rejected in the case of_the specific measures of exposure to the six "shows

in the edhtent‘areees The r;sults with reepe%t to the general exooeure index

are congruent with Reeves*, but:not so with respect to the spegific measures

£

which held for the American childven but,nct for the Mexican ones.

1
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1i. The Influence of Significant Qthers (ISO). Table 1 contains éero—-order _

correlatz.cﬁs thaf test the prediction that as the amount of .influence by signif-

?

icant others w:.th respect to the reality of TV increases, the PR’I‘V of the cluld

_will incx'ease . ; i -

~ Seven'df the ten correlations ave significant and generally quite high in
the predicted direction. The correlation of IS0 about families with content

! ' .
PRIV families fell short of significance. The }hdex of all IS0 when correlated

“with the abstract PRTV index yielded an insignificant coefficient. Finally,

the index of the addition of the IS0 of the two family shct'ts showed no pelation-
ship with the PRIV of families 1;1 the content area. Thcge resylts are remark- '
ably similar to those found with the American. scmple " At the specific level, |
the relaticnshipe were the highest fcund in the study*, while at the content
and abstract :Levels the requ,ts were unimpressive The congruency of both‘p"
studies is highly suggestive, but cne must bear .in mmd thet in neither etu;ly

any attempt was made to check the children's perceptions of the j_.nfluence re-"

‘.céived againe‘t the report of their sources of interpersonal influence. The’ 35

h)'potheszs ig” congideréd to be supported. o o s ! 1--_‘

Yo

‘12: The Efféct of Perceiving Telévisicn Vidlence as Real on- Ag_gressive

' Behavicral Predispositions In order to test ‘this hypothesi_e ‘the’ following

independont variables weve considersds, content PRIV Fights, and PRIV Fights in ..

" two specific_shovs, namely, Mission Impogsible and Hawaii Five-f. The dependent

phys ical f:.ghts

variables were the hdex F& physical aggz-essive pz’edispoeiticns toward problem '

resolution, and the eelf-ﬁepért of thg frequency of the ch:.ld's engagement in '
) Tc test this hypotheeis, zevo-crder ccrrelat:.ons were computed between f:he

indepaudent and the dependent variables The eesociations fcund mged from -.16

ML




) . =21

to .11. The only s:gniﬂca.nt correlzlltmn was between the index of physical ag-

gressive pred;spos:.tioua and the PRT?\ of Hawaii Five-0 (r = -.16, p=.05), hut‘

3}

it was :.n the opposite direction to tl')at anticzipated. Hhen the demographic .
vax-iables webe statistically contmlled for, the correlation dropped from - '
to -.09 and became non-significant. When the same contz:olf was carried qut for

the rest of the relationships, they remained low and non-significant. .

. ] '

¥hen gonsideri.ng PRIV as an intervening variable between exposure to' violence

on TV and aggresswe predispositions, conditional zero-order cori*elatioﬁs were

PRy

computed. All poss:ble combinations hetz":een the measures of exposure with those
of agg:;essive pred:.sploss.tions by PRIV of’ fight were tried, and no consistént ‘
pattern emerge'd. ‘An'equal number of s{giaificant coi':relations was found between '
exposure and aggressive predispositz.ons at all ‘three J.evels of the measures.of .
‘PRTV: . ot true, don"l: knlm and tme Ei:ght corx'eletion ooefficiente were. ob- »

tajned at each I.evel of, PWI‘V, and three coefficien‘te were si.gm.ﬂcant at each ‘

- 1

level. . ] S «“ - .;

1

The hypothes:.s ‘that as PRIV of violence zncreases, ‘aggressive predispoef’[‘t‘:ions
will :lncmease is rejected 11’; fawor of ‘I:he null in this non-replicative part of ':3
) . . v - - z-* '
“the study. = . g Yoo ) T E &

. .
L ¥ e -

Multivariate Analysis

Hultiple regression analyais 'wes*us;sd' in order to 'identi'fy"key predistors

..;(

of the different PRIV tmeasures. ‘Ihe’findings are eumarized in Table 2.

- . , . . . ] . o -l ‘ 2 a-
Table 2 Aboyt Here '

. ; -
T - . - . N . F}: "

.. . 'y R ..,. \

o

. For the abstract and the .content PRIV measures, the multiple cbrrelations

. ‘ B LS ! . . . - & . B
accountéd for an average of zbout 10% of the variange. This is zlmost the same

. .
. . R




. and 1nfomation processing of chi.ldren. L

‘ aggrossive hehavioral predispositions remained incoriclusive,

-P2=

average found with ‘the American sample. - The amount of variance accountod for
in the specific PRIV medsures for individual shows wds of about one fourth.
-'Ihn result is aJ.so simlar to Reeves' although his specific measures were
-stightly better accoxmted for (about one third of the total variance)

The pr‘edictor ‘variables that account for most of the variance 1n the di.f-
fex'ent PRTV measures in a persistent fashion aré/ 1) the 1nf1uance of signiﬁ-
_cant others, 2) grade in school and age, and to a lesser extent the 3) GPA of
the, children, and 4)s the use .of TV for companionship. . T

Reevesg'uith his U.S. sample found that the significant-c:;ntributom that
accounted for_most of the vax-ianc;a were: interpersonal influence, age, generQl
exposure to TV, ind companionship. ’

Across the Mexican and American studi.es the influence of aigniﬁcant others,

grade in school, ‘and the use of TV for companionship are pergistent in enabl.tns

.. the predigtion of PRIV to some extent, with a reduced number of miablea. Host

of the other independent variables could be deleted without much loss in pre-

-

-

dictive power. _

_DISCUSSION - "y

P - :gd =

The data in this%tuéy zhas contributed to"the replicative valichtion of
the determinants of the perception of reality of television (PRTIV) in a differ- .,
eut cultural setting It is of deﬁnite intevest to observe the regular-ity of
the findings betwaen a U.S. sample of children and a Hexi.can ocne, The diffor-
enoés found are as 1mportant as the similarities, and %hey d;sem sp:cial éopf
sideration since they may throw some light on the relationships between culture
L% .
- The 1nnovat1ve part of this study, which attempted to encountelr a mlation-‘

ship hetﬂeen the pemeption of :\eality of television violence by childreq and

oy
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"\i Table 3 summarizes the regularities an dtasim.larities betwee the Hexican
and ¢.8¢ studies. Two variables cons:.stentl ehowed no associa.ti betveen them-

1]

;/g{l.\{:d PRIV, oamely real life experiencee ith ™v corntent end sex. !fhe nost
. Plausible explanation for the laok of a consis ent relatiouﬁlﬁ.p hetween real life _ {

exper:.encee w:th ™v content and PRTV mey be ‘the one offered by Reevee end by _

1./ o

G:'eenberg and ReeVes (i$74, p. 22), that "the standaxd’ of judgmenf; uoed may well .

f. be the ficts.onal preeer;tation, ega:.nst which the true-to-life one :l.e being
sieighed." Consequently, the 'Eyp@ of infomation that the child ueee as a
etandard for compari/oo, whether symbolic or "reel" experiences, ehoﬁld be
determined before making specific predictions with regard to the expected beé
havior of the relationship betweeo real hfe experiences and TV repreeentetioos.
. Also, some caution ehould be exercised in interpreting reeulte derived from two,
queetionnaire J.tems that might not “have tapped the wide range of experiencee of

the child. - - .o ‘ C "_
v . " N . T r i + -
‘ ’ " i hy

Table 3 About Here [ .. o . .

7 .
S R .\ "‘ . U ’ 'v" L :i

Hs.th regpect to sex, it is epec:.ally not:.ceable that no differences were .
found in two dif‘-'erent cultures m.th regard to the same, or very eimilar, mee-

sures 'of PRIV. 'rhe explanetion for tfn.s o;;currenoe may be thet eocielizet:fou N

practicee for the eexes ,maxld across the two culturee, do not differentially

t

affect the way in which children evaluate the reelity of TV progrming, at %’ ;

. least up to the highest ege of ch:.ldren studied here. As J.nfante their treat-

’ ﬁent and the rales undelkwhich they ave reiee;l _’peyhnpt eubetantially dif“fer.I
. Adoleecents or edulte n-ey stil) shown d:.f:fereﬁcee in PRTV according +o their l )

sex, eince the social climate eurrol.'znding the;n is expected to be more defini{-

n

tively different, eepecielly in a eokmtry like Hexico, For example, the

S26, .




evaluation of the reality of ooap~operas by adoludent or qdult neleo end’ i"eulee _

§ is expected to differ. ’

Several incongmenciea uere found between th‘two studieo. Herked difi"er-

" relaxntion, and spec.ii"ic @
Reeveo i"ound that as the television uent from the abotroc

@

to the more concrete, PRTV increased. In thie study the relationehip not

ra
* did not hold but _some reversal was observed. The more concx'ete the referen

tho 1eos PRYV, with the two highest levels of abst:'eotion shouins no diﬂ‘eronoo

: between theneelvee. This difference of findings may we]\h be a funct‘ion of the
ohoirs inquired ebout, the refe:\ents oi" concern (i"eniliee., Anerkane and i"ighte),
or the cultural background of \;he respondents, or d ocnbination of thole factovs,

sf’
T Possibly, the lack of differenee between the higher levels of abst;'action

s

can be attributed to the fact that they were defined ori by, the reeearcher.
«‘9 ‘

In trying to intezpreb the @ifferences in x-eeults, we obeemre that the specific

-

PN

.
X o [ W
T e B S L L

shom-.inquimd.ahout,owm all yi,nh one e exceptinn oi" foreign oi-i.gin *0, the llexicen
ch:l‘.ldren These 3pecific shows mght have been evaluated uith reepeet to the B **_.,-
Mexican television in generaJ., which in the average may contain more ?elemente -
thst the Hexioen child’r:n can rqute to. So At’ a-more, ebatrac:t 1eve1 téhe. *
llexie:u children wene nore likely 'co endoree ~the abotreot end content, PR'N
) ! itelu to a groater extent. ' , * &.' - E, . ’ :
SES in the present study d make s digferenoe uith respeot to “the por-‘
ptione of reslity of W progréming, contmry to Reovee' 1ed:xo§a dif,ferencu,
but coneidtent uith put mearch ‘I‘he explanation for thie Hed already hegn

-
offered by Mwe\ He cted that Mick of differenue uu due ‘to tuq sbsence...
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v L

of well diffe'r_entieted subsamples with respect to eocioeconou?ic status in his

-

saple. The subsemples in the Hexican study were well differentiated, they . ) s-

actually represented extremes along the continumn of social cleee .

It was in genéral found that the better the children did in echool, the

nore they tended to consider that v ddes not r'eflect real 1ife Given th; o

- - e

typical high assOcietion between GP& and ,iuteuigence we can _say. thet thie

 #inding is contrary to the, U.S. "one, which a.'l.though in the hypotheeize& a-
rection, was not eignificant Reevee resulfs can bé expleined"by the fact
" ‘ that he could only ga.ther 1Q scores for half of his sample, where there were
no scores for the oldeet children. (:hildren that are better equipped mtellec-
tually tend to discount as fantasy what they watch iu ‘rv fiction. At this po:‘.nt
_ I should mem,'ion -a result out of the realm of thie study but of potentiel im-/

portance end conce ~-___‘,.,.1:11e=-»c<:n:-:~eJI'.et::lc'.m coefﬁcient between GPA and SES wes . u o
. o ! L
(pe.001). - L o e

i o

. For the :ve?.ationahip betwsen the Funktion of. relexetion of TV and- m::i?‘"

g2

. support was found with the U.S sample but not with the Hexicen one.. It ;eme

to ﬁe thet this funct.ion 13 en underlying one that acccmpeniee all othef reuene

‘e.ﬁ.

fw wetchir;g televieidn, and it bedomee one seemingly obvious motive fd:- wetch-

-

ing televieion as a socielly ecceptab].e responee, in the ceee of t’l}e ‘fe:dcm

eanple. In fact, in this etudy, the standerd deviation: for the dietri.butiﬁz -
of th:ls fun?ction was the lowest of all three functions- :lnveet:lgeted (2 07 ve.t'
221 and 2,3L); ¢ o . L e
- . " . .In the case of epecific exposm_, the fact that Reeves ueed three eholu s
,in each content area .as cmpered to two in this study, may explain the di.ffer- )

. ook results to some extent "He tepped a wider range of expoeure to TV, end -

““ ' conuquently h:ls neas uld be: expected to vez-y more. Speeific exposure-

28
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*=26- | ' .. _ ,
in the case of'tﬁe Hexican children might not, havLe reflected thé idnd;o/'{ylﬂ:olic .
experience that the childmn use for e.vqluating the rea].ity of a show or a ut of
thﬂ conpmd uith a 1a:-ger nt of ptpgram. .

' ‘I‘he"fact that the influence of s.{gniﬁcant' othm wWas one of the but pre-
dictm, consistently across both studies, deserves further Fousidemtion. The
ntults aré quite amightfmard if in fact the perception of the ISO by the “?‘&;
child rcﬂects the a.ctual inﬁuande exercised over him. ‘l‘he {ssue that, renaius
‘to be maolved ia whether tha children in a pz'ojactive act do r‘eﬂpct the in-
flusnce of thelr s:.gnificant other'a to be consistent with their mm views, ¥f
such is the case, theu maylts may no‘l: be maningful. However, if the children
"do try touutimate the i.nfrluence they :'eceive instead of aimply projecting “thnir

-

-oWn perceptions, we may hm an even ‘ore powerful tool than -the direct report

) 4 aignificant cthem u:’.th mpect to their influenee over a child . The way '

. We parceive the mulgea is uhut theor-etically should inﬂupnce beravior, and -

i

" not the pessage as i.ntended by the source. - : - - s

‘rhe 1mgulu~itj.ea across both atudies and within the studies Aare suuel-
tive. It may prove | mbm fmitful to study individual typcs oﬁmﬁuntr (e.x.,

£

fuilias _Americans, figh:w; etc.) in individual ahows uith rcsper:t ‘to rn‘rv, N

N
‘;'}‘..".“' LA

mher than spoak of PRTV too gemally. Thq dilensions “that a child uun for

evaluatins the reality of v may var:,r from show to shew. The referent of relﬂ-

F‘ ‘_[

moe in talking about PRTV can .in i'lfa oun right oonstitute the unit of analytia,
for mle, the ?R‘N of violence onljr, md uhat is that ukea it prqdictabu
., from muin independent vu-iablea. Some unique character.{atics uy he moonmd
which may then aem for gcneratinc a 'l:heoz-y uith a atronger explanatoq pomrs
Thc time dimion (Gondon, 1\323), thé context of tho violcnca, the m%“ﬁm-‘
“tiou of tho c.hnd nith a chmiéte::: cfc., or q aonbimt:ton of - tlu abowe ay .
Lo : R R

V.29

;,_‘“
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. explain nrked d.iffmnces in prediction Glbbal appmchgs iike thie one,, uy a ,
. he profitable in an exploretat:y eense sinqe m of the. 'veriaace has been ex- u o
plained by eignificmt oontpi.butors (averege To%). Houever, tbe study of the
deteminants of more specific f'p.-rv issues, in Qetail, can be the best follow-up.
For the non-replicatiwe part of ﬂus study, nulttmal differencee uy aceou.nt_ .
‘ for the Yack of relationship between PR'!‘V and aggressive predispositions. ' '
We don't know to what extent the Hexican culture- approves of certain types

-

of aggressive acts in comparison to Ang].o-Saxon cultums. Houever, ve luy @K .

pect more tolerance for certain agg;resai?e acts. 'l'he typee of behavior attempted
to Be tapped 'in this atudy n;Ly simply not z'epresent anti-eocial acts, a.nd con=
sequently find that the children, regu-d.leas o} thei.r Pllm.;.;f violence, lﬂnifest
ulut we call ag;peuive Mspé?inm Perhape the use of mere extrepe ag-— -
gressive opt,i.ous might have better ﬂifferenti,ated those children who believa

that ™ violence is reel " This ie asemning that they would answen aceord.i,ng

to their true predispositiona 'I'he actual obaewatioh of the aggussive behavior

" of the child:;-en, as defined in their ovmn mlture, might have been the beet neasure.
f CONCLUSTOH SO »

L3 —

The re).a:i:ive success achieved in th:w study in ppedict:lng. the pemption of

reelity of television is empﬁa.sized »since a replication in a diffemt cu:l.m
“has gim generality to some of the. ﬁndings . " - | '
The ineougruencies found suggeet that more specific ettewte be nade to |
study PRTV Conmtmted efforts in one specific type of shou, paying c].our
. attention to other possible. intewening variablee that uy udiete PRIV eould ' '

hejmitful, e.8. s ideptiﬂcation with a chamcter. |
future enduvore ehould ettenpt tof*tap cultm'a.‘[ nriablee that nay expﬁn

the dﬁ'ferenees end e:bnilaritiu in the pud.lctabnity of ER?V or any qther

Y e e 1. . v, . - .
L i B 30 X - . * U )
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. . . . . . = n Sl




3 X ) - S . . ‘ . e _:‘—' -
e -t . b R -23. - - . . T R
- . — N . * B .. ‘.

v;riable for that matter. Tbia study définitely suffered from the lack of eugh.

S Cloeez' .scmt:.ny of the kinds of experiences that a child has in his environ-

‘ ment m’ey lead to a better predictabz.lity of the way in which the child interprets
what he sees on the tube The cmnulative effect of oontinuous @atposwe to telee .- . :
vision may also déetermine how new syubolio infomation is prooesse.d One kind " ' J

of experience that the child undergoes ig the. influenoe of his eignificen‘l;‘ othem - B

In this study, such influenoe s as reported by the ch:.bd has shown to be a e‘trcmg
. detérminant of the way in which the child decodes the messages zhat the media
- offers. Hore definite evidence is needed that shows whether euch ?inﬁuen'oe,j

L]

reported by the child of by theésignificant others themsel 13‘Jg‘;,ﬂie in effect a
prino:.pal determinmt o It’ this is the case, parents and tehche% would be the c. S
'targets of attent:.on by thoee who are in ‘charge of setting policy pri&ritiee
| _ ' The determination of the diménsions on wh:.oh children eveluate the reality
oﬁstelevieion is a further topic for ooaeiderati.on. Is reality evaluated along “’:'#

a tine digension? An effeotiveness one? Or is ree],i.ty ofh tele.vision evaluated

it all, as a spontaneous activity of the chid?’ {;. L :,’_,

If the child does not epontaneously evaiuate the reality or make believe

of what he eeee, then he may not use such infc.}mation-for attitude fometion ' ‘f'.fr'i.“ :' .

LA - =
* and for eubeequent behav:.or o % : . ,a‘ ' L e Tt T
. - Inthis study, 7o consistent evidence was found for a relationship between -
- the perception of reality of TV violenoe and aggreuive predispoaitione. 11: A

mey be in fact that PRIV is Hot an iesue of consideration by the ohild, B it
mey be that other variables should be explored which may interact with it for
rendering the behavioral effecte we hypothesized’ Juetification may be one a ,
o ’ ."such variab],e If ﬂhat ie sgen. o6 'rv is not 9n1y real., but 'juetified then it -

. ‘uay he eooeptable for imitatio’n ;:{*; ;—:.-"‘i’ ‘Z,“"f" (PRI PRI

L ;" !"_
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aible effecta on the behavioﬁ qfﬁhe reeeivem is by no means a °°“°1uded ﬂ_ R

' cal and hngua,ge bomdariea. . _.'_ f"‘"} ¢

" when heiping on TV i3 pert;.e:.ved tobe z:ealistic‘z Do, the sez roles portruged_ - j

_ contmbnting to a "malé on "female behavior, mediafed perhaps by ?RTV? Boys -

. ) ST a2ee

Other effecta of PRIV ahmld be expl.dna“ ;s—helping heha:viov enhance& P

..'-1.\.,.,

on tqlevision, when perce;ved as real,' promte stereotyping, bf 'Ehe behavj.or of,

«-n- .

for- edanple, males and femaies? :; the male suppose to be a, 'lmacho?" Is TV

and girls may perceivé TV to be equalfl.y z-eal Houevez-, they may 1eam ch.ffarent ot

things, zceording to, the ‘'sex of the chanacters . - '
b - b ‘

The extent to %hich exposure in itseif contmbutes to aggressive op anti-
soci.al behavior is 5till to be analyzed wi‘th this Mexican sample. -Past msearclr
in the U.S, has shmm that a relationsh:.p does exist botwnn ex_’posum and atti- R

* B . 3‘: - . B

tudss or behavioz- : T - Y. S .
-_ PR‘!‘V 38 well .as exposure, nay have cmmulative effgcta, orr sffact; am :
tim if the same children in this study oould be given 3 si.milar quﬂtionnain

J.n a ‘year or two,-or ﬂhen T:hey are out of school, m more evidencg eouid he ‘
i‘omd that qpuld confirm .or d:.sconfim the. ~findings of this study Itn:y wen .‘ .
be that what the childnep perceive to be real in* 'i:heir eanly yeam contnib‘ute-a' ”-_— J
tp how they behave latep in llfe The same appliea to msre cxpo&'gre Is ex-
pbsum to viot.uce cmring chi;dhood a detemingrff' of adult anti-social behavior?
Hopefully, the deficiemies of th.’:s study will be ovemom, .i.n subsequcnt

endeavprs, as auggeated above, or iu otﬁer- fom, and ‘the evidence enco&ntend

e T

in th:ls atudy aewe towards the fomation of me solid hmn knowledge of the

s

bchmrior of human beings ‘l'he pemeption of malj:ty of telgvision and :tta ,pog- S

7«.-,

search endeavor, and the ﬁérﬁ: of repl»fcationa acro;a cultma has, been demon- . ,

st‘rated hcre, hy the c;iscovery of mgularities and imgulaﬁties acrou politi- — ‘,
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g O / ‘Table 2 o
. . g /’ < :
v . /umrp).z chazsslou ANALYSIS OF m'v - .
.;. !,wj/ ‘.‘.'ﬂ! . . -I :
. Multiple Correlat:.dns :
. . All Variables  .Step-wise . e
L~ in the Equation Addition# Signiﬁcant Bgtas** . %
‘ e '; 7 ) ; o :
Abstract PRTV :ugdg(: ' o35 - .30 . Age, Use of TV for
‘L . ;! Companionship, Grade
‘?’ . hY 1n 301'3301’ SBS
_‘Content PRTV families .30 .22 Use of TV For compan- -
' : ionship, ISOkAH
Content PRTV Americans .21 - ' o
Content PRIV .fights 41 34 Use of TV for leam-
" v mg’ GP&
- L R
Specific PRTV families in: .
Hogar Dulce Hogar > 51 .ug Age, IS0, GPA,. Grade
_ ) o in school '
_ The Partridge Family .50. 48 . Age, Use of TV for
. . ' ' companionship, ISO,
. . Grade in schopl -
$pecific PRTV Americans- in: .
The Magician 53N .50 Age, IS0, Grade in
v © school, Real life éx-
. periences >
- Faﬁily Affair .55 53 . IS0y, Real Iife exper- o
LN : ) . 5 -'iences, SES " :
,"'.‘jsp’ecific PRIV fights inx: : " . \-., ‘ * s
Mission Impossible 48 .43, " Age, IS, Grade in
’ . : i - sghool ’ ) N
Hawaii Five-0- .51 49, Age, 180,-Grade in - ’
oo _gchool, GPA )
* Uneil the last sig:j.ficant "contributor was adadd N |
# ‘Standardized partial regmuion -coefficlents, - - ’ I3
. SRk Inflmce of significant others. L '
! . 1 \ : . :) )
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Table 3, Sinilarities and dissimilarities hetween the findings of-the study
) with American chiildren and the one with Mexican children in predicting

- the perception of reality of televisiqn N
- U.S. ' _ ' ‘ Mexico
Pésitive-Associations: _ " b : o ‘ %‘
‘ Use of TV for Use of TV for . P
relaxation . _ ' ' I T '
. learning n A . learning—— .
compinionship®, A * companionship#
General exposure?- . General exposure
~—— - ‘Spacific exposure . ’ ' .
Influence of significant others* Influence of.significant others#
o . - . Level of abstraction for the

referent on televigsion

-

-y | ”,

; N_e_jaﬁiw 'Associ:ations: ’ b '_ »

<r

Level of abstraction .for the

- . referent on télevision _ ' E e
Ageh g s - Age and grade in school®
P i - .
2. - * "
é rll ] .- Grade point average o
PRI © -\¢ Socio-economic status
No Association: - : T L e T
- ’ Lo —— .
Real life experiences with — Real 1ife experiences with
television content - television content -
—— SQx ' . ' . B . sex __: s *“
| Q. - - - C S
. So:io-econouiic status ' : Thie use of TV for relaxation .
\ . o s apone
» ] ) \ ' . ‘T

’”‘* stands eigniﬁcant standardized partial regression coefﬁcients (p< 05) that
Were ‘very or somewhat consistent in predicting PRTV accordifig to the nultiple

— pegressl analysis conducted on the data. These are*the centributors that in,
conjunictiion. accomited for most of the variance explained by all the variables
include in ithe regreseion equations
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